
The Official Newsletter of the Trillium Miata Club  January 2011  
 

Miata Miles  

2011 Mazda MX5 



_________________________________________ Miata Miles _________________________________________  

 2 

 

 

Miata Miles is published by the Trillium Miata Club Inc., 

57 Barrymore Road, Scarborough, Ontario  M1J 1W4 

 

 

2011 Trillium Central Executive & Staff 
PresidentðGary Svoboda 519-824-7456 president@trilliummiata.com 

Vice PresidentðDon Mitchell vp@trilliummiata.com 

TreasurerðDebra Gordaneer 416-438-9329  

SecretaryðBrian Woodhurst 519-940-0911 secretary@trilliummiata.com 

Marketing DirectorðBernie Poirier jbpoirier@sympatico.ca 

Tour Captain DirectorðRichard Rutsch 416-805-6919 tourdirector@bell.net 

Monthly Meeting DirectorðArthur Donin adonin@rogers.com 

MembershipðDoug Dorsey 416-704-0715 membership@trilliummiata.com 

WebsiteðJohn Flowers webmaster@trilliummiata.com  

EditorðJames Gordaneer 416-438-9329 miatamiles@trilliummiata.com 

Name TagsðDoug Dorsey 416-704-0715 nametags@trilliummiata.com 

 

 
The Trillium Miata Club Inc. is a non-profit organization. The Trillium Miata Club Inc., exists to actively promote the varied 

interests of Miata owners and enthusiasts in the spirit of fun, friendship and safety. Miata Miles is the official monthly publica-

tion of the Trillium Miata Club Inc. Use of articles or stories by other Miata Clubs is hereby granted, provided proper credit is 

given. Submissions to the newsletter are welcomed and encouraged. Where possible please e-mail submissions to the news-

letter editor . 

 

The club assume no liability or responsibility; neither any injury or damage resulting from the use of this information contained 

herein; unless otherwise stated, none of the information bears the status of ñFactory Approval.ò All ideas, opinions, mainte-

nance or modification tips expressed are to be used solely at the readerôs discretion.  

Individual Contributor and/or the editor express no approval, authentication, or endorsement. All advertisements are to be cam-

era-ready or are carefully prepared by the publisher at additional cost to the advertiser. If there is any errors, the publisher can-

not be liable beyond the space involved and the cost thereof.   

Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 

 

Membership  $75.00 per yearé Newsletter only  $30.00 per year 
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    Presidentôs Message for January  
 

    As you read this, we will be in the first few days of 2011     

    and a new Trillium Miata Club year awaits...and as every  

    NewYear is, itôs a year of infinite possibilities! 

 

    So ï what will your New Yearôs resolutions be for you and your Miata? 

 

Will it be to be a more active member of the Club? - To come out to more meetings, and go on more tours? If 

you havenôt yet done so, maybe this is your year to go on your first Trillium overnight tour ï which in my mind is 

really the ultimate club experience ï where you really bond with your car and especially your fellow members. 

Or, maybe 2011 will be the year when you volunteer to organize, lead or sweep on a tour! 

 

What about upgrades for your car? Maybe itôs time to spring for that new soft-top, or that little something out 

of one of the countless aftermarket Miata catalogues out there ï seriously, our cars are probably the most well-

supported sports cars ever. Over the years I have regularly found myself buying the odd item in my never-ending 

crusade to (tastefully) personalize my 10AE. And waiting for your items to arrive and imagining how cool they 

will look in your car is almost as much fun as finally getting them. 

 

Will it be to add to your Miata literature ? There are so many great books on our cars out there, as a quick 

search on the Internet will demonstrate. As an avid book reader and collector, I can tell you that owning at least 

one or two books on the Miata will only serve to enhance your automotive experience. 

 

What about upgrading your driving skills? Driving schools like ILR offer various performance and winter 

driving schools ï all aimed at making you a better and safer driver. I know ï having taken one of Ian Lawôs 

courses last year that I was only touching the edge of the performance envelope with my Miata. 

 

What about the ultimate upgrade? (No ï I am not talking about your spouse!) As we move into 2011, I know 

that some of you may be thinking about a new Miata. Right now is actually a very good time to consider one, with 

the off-season upon us and some unsold 2010ôs out there, now might be the time for some screaming deals. Or 

there might be an used gem that you have been setting your sights on. Either way, what better way could there be 

to start the new year off than with a new ride? 

 

So, letôs start the ball rolling for 2011  ï come on out to the January meeting on the 16th at GP Kartways, and start 

to make it happen by getting involved in our important planning session for the touring season! And donôt forget 

our usual fabulous door prizes and lunch afterwards. 

 

Also, if you havenôt done so yet, set aside $50 and buy a pair of tickets to the February Blahs Bash. As of mid-

December, we already have close to 60 members and guests planning to attend, including several guests from 

Mazda Canada. I expect when all is said and done, this yearôs Bash may well be the best ever! 
 

And remember folks, itôs always, always, ALWAYS about appreciating each otherôs fellowship and enjoy-

ing the greatest sports car in the world, the Mazda MX-5 Miata! 

 

Gary Svoboda - President 
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Trillium Miata 2011 Executive 
Front row  

Gary Svoboda President 

 

Back Row Left to Right 

Don Mitchell Vice President    

Anne-Marie Woodhurst Secretary   Brian Woodhurst Secretary 

James Gordaneer Editor Miata Miles   Debra Gordaneer Treasurer  

Bernie Poirier Marketing Director   Arthur Donin Meeting Director  

Richard Rutsch Tour Director   Doug Dorsey Membership Coordinator 

2013 Mazda MX5 
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January 16 

2011 

Trillium Miata Club Monthly Meeting  

Location:  G.P. Cart Ways 

75 Carl Hall Rd Bay 3 Unit 9 

Downsview Park North York  

@ 10am 
      Lunch  TBA 

 

Gary Svoboda 

gs@adventusreach.com 

February 12 

2011 
Annual  

Blahs Bash 

Woodbine Race Track  

Social 5:00 pm 

Dinner 6:30 pm  

First race 7:30 pm 

 

See pages 6 & 13 for more details 

Roy Locke 

rlocke@rogers.com 

 

 

April 9,10 2011 L&A County  

Miata Rally  
See information on pages 14 & 15 

Arthur Donin  

adonin@rogers.com 

May 20 to 23 

2011 

Vermont  

Trapp Family Lodge 

See page 21 for details 

Please Note !  

The Tour Needs Leaders 

 

Don Mitchell  

don.mitchell@rogers.com 

 

Jorge Bergia 

jorgebergia@rogers.com 

Trillium Miata Club  

Tours and Events  Calendar 

2010  

Note:  TMC Event Calendar may change  

subject to available venues.  

Contact Tour Captain Richard Rutsch  

 tourdirector@bell.net  

Or call 416-805-6919  to Book a Tour. 

mailto:rlocke@rogers.com
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The TMC Annual Blahs Bash will be Saturday, February 12th 2011 at the 

Woodbine Race Track 555  Rexdale Blvd.  Parking is Free. 

 

There will be a private Social Time from  

5pm to 6:30pm 

Coffee & Tea will be available 

The reception room is adjacent to the  

2nd floor dining room 

 

There is a COAT ROOM on your right  

before entering the main room 

 

The Hot and Cold Buffet ( coffee, tea & dessert )  

will open at 6:30 pm  

with races scheduled for 7:30pm 

 

The cost per person is $25.00 which includes taxes & gratuities. 

 

Tickets are available now  

Contact Roy Locke at the meetings or rlocke@rogers.com  

  

 

 

Photos Sandy Proctor 

mailto:rlocke@rogers.com
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Our monthly 

meetings  

are always  

informative  

and  

entertaining.  

 

Guest 

speakers 

discuss a 

variety of 

topics and  

encourage 

dialogue.  

[olyl.z 

always time to 

meet new people 

and to chat about 

our favourite  

z|iqlj{ º 

   MIATAS!  
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                                              GENERAL MEETING (ELECTIONS) 

                                                         December 12, 2010 

                                                     GP Kartways, Downsview 

 

 Attendance: 61 members, there were no guests today or new members. 

 

Here are the results of todayôs elections: 

President ï Gary Svoboda (acclaimed) 

Past President ï Liz Burns 

Vice President ï Don Mitchell (acclaimed) 

Treasurer ï Debra Gordaneer (acclaimed) 

Tour Director ï Richard Rutsch (acclaimed) 

Meetings Director ï Arthur Donin (acclaimed) 

Marketing Director - Bernie Poirier (acclaimed) 

Secretary ï Brian and Anne-Marie Woodhurst (will serve until replacement is found) 

Membership Coordinator ï Doug Dorsey 

Miata Miles Editor ï James Gordaneer 

 

We welcome our new executive and look forward to an excellent year with new speakers, great tours and some fun 

fun fun! 

 

Liz took a moment with a warm welcome back to Joe and Gerta Biro who have been members for 11 years and 

were returning to their first meeting in 5 years. They also won the raffle for the approximately 50 toys that were 

donated. Not bad after 5 years: (PLEASE NOTE ïTHIS IS NOT RECOMMENDED TO ALL MEMBERS) 

 

Gary gave special thanks to those members of the executive who will not be serving in the upcoming year: 

 

John Flowers ï this guy is so good - got promoted ï sold his Miata. John was responsible for our new website and 

the Miata forum among all the other work he did for the club which was substantial. Good luck and get that new 

Miata fast! 

 

Roy Lockeðspecial work all year long to get the best venues for our meetings and some great speakers. Roy is the 

reason we ended up at Woodbine for the Blahs Bash. Itôs a terrific event. Roy overcame the chaos and frustration 

that the changes in meetings brought.  Heôll be a great assistant to Richard and we look forward to his enthusiasm 

in the coming year. 

 

Malcolm McClean ï as marketing director took on the daunting job of finding new partners and sponsors. Thanks 

for all the hard work! 

 

Our Tour Director ï Richard Rutsch outlined the upcoming touring year and it is a FULL calendar with some very 

good events however Richard needs leaders to volunteer for some of the tours. We also need leads and sweeps. So 

come-on all new members, this is the time to step up and enjoy the funé..As with all elections we (your faithful 

scribes) print all promises made by those seeking office and as promised here are the 30 promises as spoken by 

Richard: 
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30 REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD RE-ELECT ME  

PROMISES OF DECEMBER 2010 

 

So here we goé 

1.  I organized the most tours ever in 2010; but I have to thank all the tour leaders that really made that happen. 

2. My wife would like me to be the Tour Director, because then, I have something else to do other then find

 ing ways to annoy her. 

3. I am easy to get along withéé.my wife says this is a lieéso does Gary! 

4. I will lower your taxes. 

5. I drive the speed limit and obey ALL traffic laws. 

6. Roy will assist the Tour Director, if I am elected. 

7. I like to drive slowly on twistees. 

8. The sun always comes out when I show up for a tour. 

9. When you travel with me you travel with the Gods! 

10. I usually take Group 1 because my group needs the most pee breaks and Group 2 usually passes us; then we 

 try to catch Group 2 for the rest of the day. 

11. I am a vegetarian 

12. When I grow up, I would like to be the President of the Miata Club! 

13. We have a cute dog (mascot!) 

14. I did the most U turns in 2010 

15. Silvia will make more of her famous pies if I am re-elected Tour Director. 

16. I will do my best and try to organize as many or more events for next season. 

17. My wife will help me 

18. I actually use restraint (most of the time) 

19. I like to play 

20. I have the most cool toys 

21. I will poke and prod my (our) tour leaders into more cool events and tours. 

22. It would be boring if I wasnôt your Tour Director. 

23. I stop at all stop signs 

24. My wife always has a full tank of gas in the Miata 

25. I never get lost 

26. Tours trumps meetings 

27. I know how to land a Miata! (after going too fast over the crest of a hill) 

28. And the most important reasoné..I have blue eyes! 

29. And if re-elected, I will have to do another re-election speech next year. 

30. Oh, one moreé.Iôm not dead yet! 

 

 

Arthur Donin outlined an excellent tour of Lennox and Addington County which will take place on April 9-10 

2011. This has been very well organized by Arthur with much promise of neat attractions and interesting things to 

do. Please see the outline in this edition of Miata Miles or contact Arthur @ adonin@rogers .com. 

 

Don Mitchell updated the group about the upcoming New England Tour. This is going to be the best ever! Pres-

ently we have 35 cars plus 1 pending from our club. The Ottawa club has 17 confirmed cars. We could end up with 

a total of 60 and for those of you who havenôt been on this tour SIGN UP NOW ï itôs one that you will never for-

get. Details are in this edition. 

 

There may be spots available for the Lancaster PA. Tour called Buggies and Bridges which is being sponsored by 

The Central Penn Miata Club. There will be a total of 150 Miatas. At time of writing there were 20 spots left. 

 

Jim Gordaneer presented a version of the Club pamphlet. This is the preliminary copy and your input would be 

appreciated.  

 

             Conté page 10 
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Our Product Specialist, Craig Kinsley presented 3 new innovative products that we could use. Craig as you know is 

a regular contributor at our meetings and always has some new gadget to present. For those of you that are inter-

ested this is what Craig presented at our election meeting. 

 

1.   www.v-leds.com  this is a US company and the minimum USPS shipping charge is $20.49 an order. I ordered a 

dome light, tail/brake lights and reverse lights from them. If you type in the coupon code "vision" you will get a 

15% discount. 

  

2.   www.ExtremeBrightLEDs.com - This is a local guy from Markham called Jacky Ng. He met me at a mall at 

Major Mac and Woodbine to sell me the trunk light, turn signal (with load resistors) and front side marker LED 

bulbs. Because I bought over $100 of product he gave me a 20% discount. He deals in cash and no HST is added to 

the prices. His Acura TSX is his mobile showroom/warehouse as he has all manners of interior and exterior LED 

bulbs and light strips fitted. Nice guy to deal with. 

  

3.   www.aquapel.ca - This Company is in Quebec. The price includes free shipping and no taxes were added to my 

order. I paid $32 for 5 units of Aquapel.  Krown Rust Control wanted $30 for one application!! The 5 units should 

last for about 2.5 years. It lasts six times longer than Rain-X and is very easy to apply in minutes. Gary has asked 

me to purchase 10 units for Trillium meeting door prizes. The product has worked quite well in the month that I 

have had it installed. Similar performance to Rain-X, just more durable (hopefully). Time will tell. 

 At the next meeting I will show the Honda S2000 radio antenna that I bought to replace the gangly OEM unit. It 

really adds to the cars looks and only cost $58 at a Honda dealership parts counter. 

  

Our 50/50 draw was won by Alan Steihl (145.50) not bad for two hours of meeting time. Our other big winner was 

the elusive Joe Biro who won the toys for a charity of his choice. In all there were 20 winners of door prizes. 

 

Our next meeting is at GP Kartways on Jan16th. We look forward to seeing you all! 

 

 

Your faithful scribes 

Anne-Marie and Brian Woodhurst 

           Arthur Donin          Bernie Poirier 

http://--esfsecev-ty3011----/
http://--esfsecev-ty3011---------------/
http://--esfsecev-ty3011----/
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     Tour Directorôs Report  

     

     
     
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the overwhelming support shown by the club for touring events, we have now filled 

almost 75% of the touring calendar for the 2011 Miata Season.  

 

It is very important to the club to have membership support; therefore, I will be asking the 

membership to come forward with new tour ideas and perhaps, some new tour leaders. 

  

It is possible we will end up double booking a weekend or weekends with multiple events. 

This has  proven to be the case when the Club Meeting and the Club Car Tour have happened 

on the same day of the same weekend and there were enough cars/people to attend both 

events.  Not a problem! 

 

Just rememberðTours trumps Meetings!  

 

So the next Club Meeting in January is VERY IMPORTANT.  

 

We will attempt to fill the club calendar completely with club touring events. I need the sup-

port from some new tour leaders to make this happen. Our usual suspects have once again put 

up their hands and are running their tours, but we need some new blood in order to fill the 

Touring Calendar with more cool events.  

 

And as an added note, you do not need to lead a group, in order to lead an event; we will find 

you leads and sweeps if necessary for your event. We know who to ask for that very important 

job. We just need you to organize the event.  

 

The next Club Meeting is Sunday, January 16. 

  

Richard Rutsch  

Tour Director  
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Hello,  Miata Members: 

 

Here is a short list of ideas for the Trillium Miata 2011 Touring Season. 

 

If there is time, I would like to start the planning after the elections (if 

I am the Tour Director after the election results are tallied) and finish up 

the Touring Calendar at the January Meeting. 

 

I firmly believe the more tours we have, the stronger our club will get and the more fun we will have. 

 

We have about 23 weekends and 23 TGIF Tours to plan for in the upcoming season. 

 

So we will need a lot of support from the membership to fill the calendar with events and tours. 

1. Antique Boat Show, Mid-August, Clayton, New York = Don & Richard 

2. Picnic Dayéneeds a lead 

3. Watkins Glen...needs a lead 

4. Annapolis in water boat show, Mid-October...needs a lead 

5. Manitoulin Island Weekend Tour = Bernie 

6. Killarney Weekend Tour...needs a lead 

7. Port Pelee National Park...needs a lead 

8. Prince Edward County Tour, September-October = Arthur 

9. Niagara-on-the-Lake Wine Tour = Arthur 

10. Algonquin Park Fall Colour Tour...needs a lead 

11. Kirk Bensonôs Rally 

12. Halton Hills Jazz Tour = Allen 

13. Corn Roast = Scott 

14. Port Dover Drive-In Movie = Doug D. 

15. Welland Canal Tour...needs a lead 

16. Womenôs Driving Tour = Angie 

17. Kawartha Tour = Doug L. 

18. Muskoka Tour = Doug L. 

19. Ice Cream Run = Larry 

20. Muskoka Boat Tour = Larry 

21. Frank Lloyd Wright Tour, PA = Don 

22. Gorge Tour, PA = Don 

23. West Virginia Main Event = Richard & Don 

24. West Virginia Extended Tour = Richard & Don 

25. Rodôs TGIF Tours & Sylviaôs Pies  

26. Presidentôs Tours = Gary 

27. VP Presidentôs Tours = Don 

28. Pat Bellamyôs TGIF Tours 

29. Ottawa Tour...needs a lead 

30. Prince Edward County Weekend Tour, April 9-10 = Arthur 

31. Poker Run = Angie 

32. Vermont Tour = already booked 

33. Hockley Valley Tour = Doug D. 

34. Thanksgiving Tour = Doug D. 

          Richard Rutsch  
           Tour Director  
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